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YOU MAY USE PAID PLAGIARISM CHECKER SOFTWARE

PLAGIARISM


What is plagiarism?

Plagiarism means using another’s work without giving credit. If you use others’ words, you must put them in
quotation marks and cite your source. You must also give citations when using others’ ideas, even if you have
paraphrased those ideas in your own words. “Work” includes the words and ideas of others, as well as art,
graphics, computer programs, music, and other creative expression. The work may consist of writing, charts,
data, graphs, pictures, diagrams, websites, movies, TV broadcasts, or other communication media. The term
“source” includes published works -- books, magazines, newspapers, textbooks, websites, movies, photos,

paintings, plays -- and unpublished sources (e.g., materials from a research service, blogs, class handouts,
lectures, notes, speeches, or other students’ papers). Using words, ideas, computer code, or any work without
giving proper credit is plagiarism. Any time you use information from a source, of any kind,



Why be concerned about plagiarism?

•
If you plagiarize, you are cheating yourself. You don’t learn to write out your thoughts in your own
words, and you won’t receive specific feedback from your instructor geared to your individual needs and skills.
•
Plagiarism is dishonest and/or misleading, because it misrepresents the work of another as your own.
•
Plagiarism violates the Code of Academic Conduct and can lead to Suspension or Dismissal. *
Plagiarism devalues others’ original work. Using and submitting a professional’s work as your own is taking an
unfair advantage over students who do their own work.
•
It is wrong to take or use property (an author’s work) without giving the owner the credit due. Further,
copyright violations can result in damages, fines, or worse. * The reputation of UC Davis affects the value of
your degree; student dishonesty hurts UCD’s standing and can diminish the worth of your diploma.



How can you avoid plagiarism?

•
Know what plagiarism is ?: ignorance will not excuse a violation. Intentional plagiarism, such as
eliberate copying or use of another’s work without credit, submitting a paper from the Internet as one’s own, or
altering or falsifying citations to hide sources is very serious, likely to result in Suspension. Unintentional
plagiarism may result from not knowing how to cite sources properly, sloppy research and note-taking, or
careless cutting and pasting from electronic resources – it is still a violation of the Code of Academic Conduct
and subject to discipline.
•
Use your own words and ideas. Practice is essential to learning. Each time you choose your words,
order your thoughts, and convey your ideas, you can improve your writing.
•
Give credit for copied, adapted, or paraphrased material. If you copy and use another’s exact words,
you must use quotation marks and cite the source. If you adapt a chart or paraphrase a sentence, you must still
cite your source. Paraphrasing is restating the author’s ideas, information, and meaning in your own words (see
examples).
•
Avoid using others work with minor “cosmetic” changes. Examples: using “less” for “fewer,”
eversing the order of a sentence, changing terms in a computer code, or altering a spreadsheet layout. If the
work is essentially the same as your source, give credit.
•
There are no “freebies.” Always cite words, information and ideas that you use if they are new to you
(learned in your research). No matter where you find it – even in on the Internet or in anencyclopedia – you cite
it!
•
Beware of “common knowledge.” You may not have to cite “common knowledge,” but the fact must
really be commonly known. That George Orwell was the author of the anti-totalitarian allegory Animal Farm is
common knowledge; that Orwell died at age 46 in 1951 is not.2
•
When in doubt, cite. Better to be safe than not give credit when you should!



Is Plagiarism Like Theft?

First, plagiarism can easily be distinguished from piracy. Piracy is the sale of attributed but unauthorized copies
of a work, an act depriving the author of profit but not credit. Depriving authors of profit that is rightfully theirs
is theft, but here we focus on credit rather than profit. Depriving authors of credit might also be a form of theft.
We often think that ideas and their expression belong to the author as if they were private property, the author’s
intellectual property. On this view, plagiarists steal the work of others, taking for themselves the credit of
ownership and thereby depriving the original authors of this benefit. If intellectual property is like physical
property the analogy helps explain subtler forms of plagiarism. For example, most people know that taking the
exact wording of another person without attribution is plagiarism, but believe that paraphrasing the original is
acceptable. Yet taking someone else’s idea and changing the wording is like stealing a car and changing its
color. However, literary works that are stolen differ in important ways from physical objects that are the targets
of ordinary theft. Ideas are less tangible and identifiable than physical objects. Objects that are stolen remain
stolen even if they are taken apart and recombined. Not so with ideas. Building new ideas from old ideas, using
existing components and combining them in new ways, might be creativity, not plagiarism. There is often no
way to determine what counts as a new idea and what requires acknowledgment as a variation on an old idea.
Conventions for giving credit vary from field to field. For example, much has been written about ill-fated love
or problems with parent-child relations without giving credit to Shakespeare or Aeschylus. In literature the form
of the expression is more important than the basic plot idea. In fact some critics claim that there is only a small
number of basic plots in all of literature. To count as plagiarism in literature a description must steal the form of
the original, not just the structure. However, in the sciences, reporting the research results of another without

attribution is plagiarism, even if the words and style of the report are very different. In order to know what
should be credited to others, one has to know the practices of that field. And even then it may not be clear. In
areas such as computer programming and musical composition, what counts as plagiarism is still being argued
in the courts. Unlike physical objects that belong to someone else, we are expected to pick up the ideas of others
and take them with us. We remember ideas without remembering where they came from because recalling the
source of an idea is often more difficult than recalling the idea itself. Therefore it is possible to commit
plagiarism without realizing that one is doing so. Learning to avoid plagiarism requires careful training in a
system of conventions particular to a field, unlike learning to avoid theft. This may explain why several great
thinkers of the past have recently been accused of plagiarism. Under today’s conventions of attribution, what
they did constitutes plagiarism. But the conventions of today are not the same as in the past when writers usually
cited another person’s work only to invoke authority. Plagiarism differs from theft in a more profound way.
Taking an object that has been abandoned or given away is not considered stealing. But copying the ideas of an
anonymous author, or claiming credit for an idea given to you by a friend who does not wish to claim
authorship, is considered plagiarism. If words and ideas were merely property, and plagiarism merely a form of
theft, then there would be nothing wrong with buying the rights to authorship from another, as in the case of
commercial term-paper services. The original authors sell their claim to authorship for money. The plagiarist
who uses these services is not stealing the credit from another person because the original author does not want
the credit. But credit for authorship is not something that can be sold or given away. Credit for authorship is so
undetachable that even the reverse of stealing,
falsely attributing one’s own work to another, is also wrong; it constitutes forgery. In the realm of ideas and
their expression, one is evaluated not for owning the rights to a work but for having been its originator. Ideas
and forms of expression are, in this sense, closer to moral actions than to property. The credit due the originator
cannot be transferred to someone else, even if both parties agree to the transfer. As with a moral action,
responsibility, whether
creditworthy or blameworthy, inheres in the agent.



Why attribute at all?
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